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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

Ioccation:

Pregant Owner

Present Usa:

Significarce:

PART I. TISTORICAL
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REBER FARM

On private road .1 mile south of Palisades Road
(7499) , .4 mile sast of Gruber Road (LRO&038),
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HABS No. PA-256

approximately 2 miles soutneast of Mount Pileasant,

Bern Townsnip, Berks County, Pennsylvania.

USGS Rernville Quadrangle, Universal Transverse
Mercator Coordinates: House 18.411740,4470365
Barn 18.4131710.4470315

Canal storse 18.411740,4470410

United States Government

Demolished in 1977 for Blue Marsh Lake project,
sponsorad oy U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

This set of buildings constitutss a good exampis
prosperous Pernsylvania German family farm. The
house is a five-bay stone dwelling with country
Georgian proportions and detailing. The barn is

fine example of a medium-slized nineteenthi-century

Pemnsyivania German bank barn. The lecation 2f the

farmstead is also Lmortant since the now defunct

Union Canal (which operated from 1328 to 1884) ran
witnin 30 feet of the major farm buildings. Lock #44

was located hera and a wocden toil nouse oncs 3TO

nearbv. The small stone cuilding next o the house
Tay nave sceen a canal store operatad as an adlunct Lo

general farmirg bv the ZRebers. The srox*mkcy of

farmstead to the Ccanal nelps account Zor its

orogperity and the raliative sophisticaticn of the

Jesign of its buildings.

TIFORMATION

A. Physical His

1. Date of

rory

oraction: The house was constructaed circa 1834,

a

o

A

datestone on the houss is magked "C. Reper, 5.M. Reber Aprii
10th, 1834" C. Reper was Conrad Reber and it is likely that
the house in the year indicated. The caral store

he built

was built

dates fr
was also

in conjunction with the Unicon Canal, and thersfore

om circa 1835, The long-demolished frame toll house

constructed circa 1835. The barn and smaller

outbuildings provaply date from the mid nineteenth century.
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Architect: As in the case of nearly all Pennsvlvania German
building, the structures on the Reper Farm were not designed
by an architect in the formal sense. The relative
sophistication of the design and construction,
however,indicates that at least the house, barn, and canal
store were planned and executed under the direct supervisison
of a master builder or mason.

Original and subsequent ownsrs: The following is an
incomplete chain of title to the land on which the fam is
located., Chain of title information for Berks County nefors
circa 1875 ig vague and often incomplete, so this data is
vased on e=ducated cquesses using the best avallable
information. Refererce is to the Cfifice of the Recorder of
Deeds, Berxks County, except where noted.

ca. 1750 Source of land to Jonn Reber unrecorded, but
probably a proprietory grant f£rom the Penns.

unracorded
nis wifs

1769 Deed dated February 2, 1769
John Reper and Magdalene, h
to
Thomas Reoer, their son

1806 Deed dated August 1, 1B06 recorded March 11, 1812
in Book 25 page 314
Thomas Reber
Lo
Christopher Lasn

ca. 1315 Christopher Lash disd, leavirg e sroperty o Jonn
Lash; deed unrecorded.

1325 Deed dated Cecamier 7, 1325 -cacorded 3pril 19, 1325
in 2ook 33 oage 317
Baniel Xerper, Sherift of tne County of Rerks,
auctioned the property to satisfy the deptsz of
Jonn and George Lash
o
Isaac Addams

1826 Deed dated May 2, 1826 recorded May 2, 1826
in Book 35 page 318
Isaac Addams and Catherine, hig wife
[e]
George [ash and John Gruber
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1833 Deed dated April 1, 1833 recorded April 5, 1833
in Book 41 page 241
George Lagh
to
John Fisher

1833 Deed dated 2April 3, 1833 recorcded April 11, 1833
in Book 41 page 261
John Fisher and Elizabeth, his wife
Lo
Conrad Reber

1355 Deed dated March 31, 1853 racorded March 28, 1874
in Book 114 page 233
Berneville B. Reker and John B. Reber, Executors of
Conrad Reber

N
[

Levi B. Rsber

1873 Deed dated March 7, 1873 unrecorded
Levi B. Reber and his wife, Sochia
Lo
Henry Reoer

1874 De=d cated March 28, 1874 recorded March 28, 1874
in Book 114 page 235
Henry Reber
o
Isazac ruth

-
[0y}
=1
i

Deed dated April 10, 1875 unrecorded
Isaac Ruth

to
rrarcis Ruch

1881 Deed dated April 1, 1881 unrecorded
Frarncis Ruth and Wife, Magdalena
to
Isaac Ruth

1891 Deed March 31, 1891 recorded April 2, 1391
in Book 192 page 535
Isaac Ruth and Amanda, nis wife
to
Abraham Yost
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ca. 1920 Abranam Yost died, leaving Droperty o Amelia Yost;
deed unracorded.

19590 Amelia Yost died, leaving the property to Mary
Sheidy, Lydia Balthaser, Herbert Yost, Margaret Yost,
and Beulah Yost, the children of Abranam and amelia
Yost

1351 Deed dated April 21, 1951 recorded April 27, 1951
in Book 1074 page -408
Herbert Yost, ot al.
to
Walter 5. Weaver

1951 Deed dated May 11, 1951 recorded May 11, 1351
in Book 1082 page 306
Nalter 5. Weaver and Mary L., his wife
to
Reginaid E. Woodward and Mary G., his wifa

1962 Mary G. Weodward died, leaving the property to
Reginaid E. Woodward.

1963 Deed dated August 9, 1963 racorded August 13, 1863
in Book 1431 page 200
Cora Schellhammer and Tavid J. Batdorf, Co~Executors
of the HEstate of Reginald 5. Woodward
To
Theodors a. Consentino and Zamelors, 1is wilz

Jriginal olan and construction: This late Ceorgian stvle was
rot at all unusual in the arza. Two quite similar ztone
nouses ar2 the Riem~Schmidt-Cerpen ouse {HBABS Ng. 2A-254d),
ouilt in 172%, and the Josepn Conrad Fouse (HASS MNo. 2A-260) .
Altzrations and additions: While tne sxterior of the house
remains largely urchanged, the int2rior was drastically
modernized and ra-planned apcut 1365.
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The tarn apparently ourned in the late nineteenth century
since wne timbers on the first f£loor are naud—ncwn, wnlle

rimbers on the second floor are sawn. The sawn timbers could

very well have been brought in on the Union Canal which
ceased operaticn only in 1884. The canal store was probably
converted to a summer kitchen apout 1890. The smokehouse was
probably added shortly thereaftrer.

Historical Dvents and Persons Connmectad with the Strucrurs:

The land was originally acquirad oy the Rebers Crom the Penns in
the aighteenth century. They lost control of the property in
1806, but Conrad Reber re~-ourchased it in 1833, Conrad
undoubtadly tuilt the house at this zoint since 3 date nlock
lists C. Reber as a builder in 1834, Conrad also apparently
agtaclished Dusiness ralaticns with the Union Camal Company since
both 2 toll nhouse and 2 canal nouse were built on the property.
Conrad prospered in nis dealings with the Union Canal as the
relative sophistication of the house shows. The Rebers again
lost control of the farm in 1874; by this time the Union Canal
was failing ard the farm revertaed to full-time agricultural
Dursuits.,

Sources of Information:
Arthur, Eriz, and Dudley Whitney. The Barn. A Vanishing

Landmark in Nor=h Jmerica. Greerwich, Zonn.: New York
Craphic Seciesty, 1972, =3p. Tp. 84-1

Dornbusch, Cnarles H. and John XK. fevl. ZPannsylvania German
Aarns. Allsntown, 2a.: The Ponnsyilvania German Moiklors

Socisty, Wol, 21, 1958,

org, Amos, Jr. 'The Pennsvivaniz Zerman Pamily Parm: A
Regional Architsctural arnd folik Juitural 3tudv 2f an
Smerican %QELCJLtural CommuniTy/.,  3rzinigsviiis, Pa.c
The Pernsylvania German Scocisty, Yol. VI, 1972,

Meiser, George, IX. "Historical Survey of Blue Marsh Preject
Area." Historical Review of Berks County XXXVI {(Summer,
1971y, 98-110+: general study with good map of the area
and the landmarxs.

Prepared bty Thomas Xneel
Project Historian
Historic American Buildings
Survey
August, 1976
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A,

General Statement

1.

2.

Architectural character: The five-bay stone house is
sturdily constructed with Georgian proportions and

detailing. The bank barn features stone ends, a forsbay, and
seven sets of "Duten” doors on the downnill side. A
one-and-a-half-story stone cutbuilding may have been a canal
store,

Condition of building fabric: Poor

Description of Exterior of House:

1.

u

Overall dimensions: The two-and-a-half-story house measures
approximately 42' across its five-pay front by 35' deep.

Foundations: The foundaticns are randomly laid rough
limestone masonry with corner quoins.

Wall construction, finish, and color: The exterior walls of
the house are composed of randomiy laid rough, gray limestone
with corner quoins. There is a datestone marked "C. Reber,
S.M. Reber April 10th, 1834" in the gable of the south end
wall.

Structural system: The house 1s supbortad by the outside
limestone walls which are about 2' thick. Large wood floor
joists support the IZirst, second, and attic floors. The roof
has no ridge pole; lapped rafters form the central laoint
instead.

Porches, scoops: In front of the west entrancz, therz2 is a
concrate stoop approximatelvs' x 3'.  In Iront oL the =ast
entrance, there is a ¢oncrete stoop reached oy four 3tone
steps. The south entrance has a stone stoop reached by two
stone steps.

Chimeys: There 1s a brick chimney located in the middle of
each end wall of the house. They were used to vent
fireplacss on the first flcor. The chimeys curve in the
attic to pierce the roof at the peak on center.
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Openings:

Doorways arxd doors: The two entry doors have heen
removed, but they were wood panel doors designed to match
the interior paneling and trim. There are modern
aluminum storm doors mounted in front of both entry doors.

Windows and shutters: All the windows on the first and
second floor have nine-over-six-light double hung sash.
There are two, six-over-six~lignht doupls hung sash
windows in sach of the end gables. All of the windows on
the first and sscond floors have wood panel shutters
painted olack. They are all fitted with the original
clasping hardware.

Roof:

Shape, covering: The roof over the nouse is the tin was
a gable roof coversd with tin painted green. The tin was
placed over wocd shingles (the undersides of wnich are
visible in the attic).

Cornice, =aves: There is a simpls wood cornice painted
white following the roof line on all four sidas of the
house.

C. Description of Interior of House:

1.

Flcor plans:

2.

RBasement: The basement iz divided into three rooms and
was used for storage and nousing o medern sarvicsa
2quipment.

irst flcor: The first floor was totally replanned about
1965, It was originally organized symmecricalily around 3
central hall., =Zntry vas throucn the west 2ntry dcot,

into a central hall with the stalrs Lo the rear; thers
were four rooms of aporoximately equal size located
directly off the cantral hall. Al present, the main

entry to the house is through the east door. This door
leads to a small nall which contains the stairway. The
kitchen leads directly off the hall to the north. Tha md
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room-laundry room leads directly off-che nall Lo tne
south. There is a large living room running the lergth
of the house cpposite the kitchen and the mwud room. It
is entered through the west entry door and through doors
in the kitchen and stair hall.

<. BSecond floor: The stairway to the second floor leads to
a small hall. There are two equal-sized bedrooms lzadirg
off the hall to the north and to the south. The large
master pedroom, entered through the pedroom to the north
of the stairway, cccupias apcut two-thirds of the length
of the house above the living room. The remalning space
is devotsd to a large modern bathroom, wilch can be
sntered from sither the master bedrcom, or from the
bedrocm to the south of the hall. All of the pedrooms
have closets dating from the remodeling in about 1965,

Stairways: The main stairway comnecting the first and secord
floors rises to a landing, turns 180 degrees, and rises to
tne second flcor. The stalrway connecting the secord and
third floors is similarly constructed. The stairway to the
cellar is located under the stairway between the first and
second floors, and is a straight run. The outside cellar
stairs ars located at the base of the south end wall, and
form a straight run.

Flooring: Most of the fleoring of the first and secornd floor
ig random-wicih ooards cowverad with wall-to-wall carpeting.
The kitchen and mud room floors ars coversd with modern vinvl
tila. The attic ficor is wide, rough olanks. The cellar
floor is packed =arth.

Wall and ceiling finish: The walls and ceilings on the first
and secornd floors have Deen recently replastered. a
vlaster over the wide window reveals has been :“anea =0 form
a curved connection between bthe window raveal and the room
walls.

Doorways and doors: The doorways connecting the living room
£o the kitcnen and to the stair nall have been shaped to form
2 slightly pointed arch. All the doors have been rnmoved,
but they were originally wood panel doors.

Decorative features and trim: All the original Georgian trim
was removed when the house was remodeled in about 1965. The

wood trim now in place is modern clam shell molding and other
simple, medern moldings.
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7. Hardwars: All the hardware in the house has been rzmoved;
qowever, the original hardware was the heavy wrought-iron
type commen to 2ignteenth and nineteenth century Pemnsylvania
German dwellirgs.

3. Mechanical sguipment:

a. Lighting: The electrical system was modernized when the
house was remodeled in about 1965, Some of the rooms
have lighting fixtures in tne center of the ceiiings.

. Heating: A central heating systam was installed when the
house was remodelad in about 1965. This system replaced
iron heating stoves and firepiaces.

Site:

1. General setting and orientation: The nouse faces west and is
located at the south end of a lorg private lane. Wide
separation of a farmstesad from the public road was often a
goal in Pennsylvania German farm dlanning. The house is
strategically located since it 1s only about 30' Ffrom the
Union Canal bed ard 100' from the Tulpehocken Creek.

2. As in the case of nearly all Pennsylvania German fzarmstzads,
thers was never a profsssiocnal attampt to design the farm
iandscape. The farmstzad axhibits —ne zypical ZFennsvivania
German sensitivizy to the rolling contour of tne land,
nowever, wich the nulldings arrarnged in convenisnc and
visually satisfving ways that haxke full advantage of zhe
complexities of the gite. The oarn, for sxampls, was sited
o allow for multi-storv antry and exposura, wnils the
Dlaczment of the main nouse allcwed for direct access o the
outhuildings, while still raintaining z distinct sense of
separateness. The area around the neouss has teen well
plantad with shrubs, flowers, and several large trees.

3. Outbuildings:

a. Barn: The barn, lecated about 135' south of the house,
faces e=ast and measurss approximately 80'-6" by 38'. The
end walls, which wrap around on tne west or uphill sice,
and the first £loor of the east or downhill side, are
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constructaed of randemly laid rougn limestone about 2°
thick. There are narrow ventilation slits as well as a
segmentally arched opening surrounded by bricks in esach
gable end. The barn is constructad of massive timbers
pegged together with mortise and tenon joints (a
traditional structural system known as fachwerkbau). The
timbers on the first floor are hand-hewn, while the
superstructure is built of sawn timbers. It is prooable
that the parn burned in the late nineteenth century and
was rebuilt with sawn timbers.

The exterior is covered with vertical planks, painted red
with white trim. On the =ast facade there is a Eorabav
(also known as the vorbau, verschuss, overharg,
overshoct, or overshot), which provided sheltar for the
seven two-piece "Dutch" doors leading into the first
floor. The farn has a gable roof covered by tin painted
red. The tin was placed directly over wocd shingles, the
hottoms of whicn can been seen from the second flcor.

The first floor is essentially two large rooms which have
peen carefully subdivided into separate stalls and feed
alleys, enterad separately bv tha Duteh deors under the
forebay. This is an interesting survival of the
traditional first-floor plan. Most medern Gairymen have
substituted one or two rows of 2asily serviced metal
cattle stanchions rmning the lergth of the barn for the
multiple encry system. The front wall of the first Zloor
ig constructed of limestone as is the wall alJlﬂlrg the
first floor into two narts. The int=rior o the first
floor has been heavily wnltowashed in accordance witn
state milk regulations and nas a Sartially concreted
floor.

he second Iloor, the two central havs werz origina
used for wvenicles storage and 28 a thresning floor; the
ar2 partitions to contain Lme Jraln heipg vrocessed. The
end bays were sitorage mows [or hay and straw. The first
and second floors were joined by two nay holes througn
which hay and staw were dropped for use on the first
loor. There is fully two-and-a-nalf stories of open
storage space above the level of the second floor for
riles of hay and straw. There are three builit-in ladders
dowelled the columns of the trusses to allow for access
to the hay lofts. A granary is located in the front
southeast corner for the storage of threshed grain. A
steel track arrangement runs the full length of the
inside of the pesk of the roof Lo provide movement of hay
and straw with a hay hook.
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The barn nas a one-story concrete bleck addition on the
north end for housing modern dairy equipment. There is a
barnyard in front of the first floor with two small wood
service buildings at the north edge.

b. Canal store: This one-and-a-half-story limestone

building lies about 30' north of the house. Measuring
approximately 26' by 19', it has three rooms on the first
floor and two rooms in the attic. There is a brick
chimney in the northwest corner wventing a large, walk-in
oake oven with folding wooden doors across the hearth.
This building was obviously used as a summer kKitchen, but
it seems to have been originally a small canal store.
The walls on coth floors are plasterad and the numerous
internal sukdivisions indicate that something more than
cooking occurred here. A small stone smokshouse adijoins
the canal store on the east.

Prepared v Thomas Kheel
Project Historian
Historic American Bulildings
Survey
September, 1976

PART 111, PROJECT INrCRMATION

The Tulpehocken Creaek Survey was undertaken in 1976 v the Hi
American Buildings Survey (HABS) and the Historic American EZrgine
Record (HAFR) in cooperztion with the Philadeiphia coffice of the
rmy Corps of Anginesers in Sompliancae with Ixecutive Order 113933
mitigative ﬂ:fort in the construction of Blue Marsh Lake. Under
dirsction of John Popoeliers, Chief of HABS, and Kennethy L. Anderson,
Prircipal Zcchitect, the documentation was preparsad on site by project
supervisor Perry Benson {University of P nnsy]_vanla)- student architects
Robert E. Clarke (University of Notre Dame), Gregory Lee Miller
(University of Illinois), Robert Moje (University of Virginia), Daniel F.
Clarcy (University of Pemnsylvania), and Steven M. Shapiro (University of
Marvland); and HABS project historian Thomas H. Xheel {(Cornell
University} and HAER proiect historian Stuart Campbell (University of
Delaware). The drawings were completed in the HABS office in 1977 amd
1978 by Mr. Clarke and HABS architects Susan M. Dornpusch and Bethanie C.
Grashof. The HABS data was edited for transmittal in 1980 ny Alison K.
Hoagland of the HABS staif.
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